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push on his great history and to work also at the Pretre de Nemi.
Another letter, still from Brittany, in the late autumn, announced the almost immediate arrival of the book just named, which duly appeared, and I read it, as I had done its two predecessors Caliban and L'Eau de Jouvence. In the collected edition of these philosophical dramas, published in 1888, there is a Preface which explains their author's drift in publishing them. He shows, no doubt correctly, that the time for systematic works on philosophy is past, anyhow for our generation. Whether it will return, when we know more of the facts of the universe, may be an open question; but certainly it is true that, in discussing these high matters now, all sorts of side-lights and "diagonal influences " must be taken account of, which do not fit well into a systematic treatise ; and very likely the method of dialogue is the best that can be adopted. I daresay there are many people who find the dramas, in which Renan has tried to embody his idea, especially attractive ; but to me, though I see of course their great ability, they appeal much less than his other writings.
The introduction to the Pretre de Nemi was more interesting to me than the drama